




The Portuguese Emigration to the Amazon (Brazil) (1887–1919)

João Cosme

Changing lusospheres – Europe, Brazil, Africa. On old and new
connections between centers and peripheries
Edited by Elisabeth Boesen, Karl Heinz Arenz, Cristina Donza Cancela,
Antonio Otaviano Vieira Junior



Published in Melusina Press (Universität Luxemburg), 2025
11, Porte des Sciences
L-4366 Esch-sur-Alzette
https://www.melusinapress.lu

Management: Niels-Oliver Walkowski, Johannes Pause
Copyediting: Carolyn Knaup, Niels-Oliver Walkowski
Editorial Design: Valentin Henning, Erik Seitz
Cover image: Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothèque nationale de France

The digital version of this publication is freely available at https://www.
melusinapress.lu.

Bibliographic information of the National Library of Luxembourg: The National
Library of Luxembourg lists this publication in the Luxembourg National
Bibliography; detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at
bnl.public.lu.

Print and Distribution is carried out by BoD - Books on Demand, Norderstedt

ISSN (Web): 2716-7518
DOI (Publication): 10.26298/1981-5708-tpet
DOI (Container): 10.26298/1981-5708
ISBN (Web): 978-2-919815-70-8
ISBN (PDF): 978-2-919815-71-5
ISBN (Epub): 978-2-919844-00-5
ISBN (Print): 978-2-919815-82-1

This work is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0. Information about this license can be
found at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.de. The images and
resources contained in this work are subject to the same license unless licensed
otherwise or taken from another source.

https://www.melusinapress.lu/
https://www.melusinapress.lu/
https://www.melusinapress.lu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.de


2025



The Portuguese Emigration to
the Amazon (Brazil)
(1887-1919)
João Cosme

Introduction

The conquest of Ceuta in 1415 is considered to be the starting point of
the Portuguese diaspora around the world. Given the wide chronologi
cal and geographical range of this dispersion, Godinho (1978: 5–32) states
that emigration is one of the structural marks of Portuguese history.

From a theoretical point of view, it is important to distinguish between
two concepts: “spontaneous emigration” (personal, uncontrolled initia
tive) and “contracted or directed emigration” (part of a project to occupy
space by the political power in effect). In the latter situation, the migra
tory phenomenon is essentially marked by the movement of families
(couples)—married men and women accompanied by their chil
dren—with a certain percentage balance between the number of people
of each sex, who are mainly going to work in agriculture. For this reason,
they mostly have agricultural know-how and are heading for a rural area
that has been previously designated by the ruling political power, which
wants to occupy a certain geographical area. As a general rule, these par
ticularities make this type of migration definitive, with a very small num
ber of returnees; they are therefore not mentioned in social memory.

On the other hand, a significant proportion of spontaneous emigration
is not permanent, which means that there are returnees. These migrants
dedicate themselves to activities in which they already have expertise,
and they tend to be heading for an urban area. They give rise to the con
cept of “Brazilian,” which at the time meant a Portuguese emigrant to
Brazil who had become rich.
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Various authors have studied Portuguese emigration over the years. At
first, macro approaches predominated (Ferreira 1976; Serrão 1974), with
special emphasis on Portuguese emigration from the mid-nineteenth cen
tury.

Based on passport applications filed in the Oporto District Archives, Alves
(1994), using microanalytical methodology, began a new phase in the
study of Portuguese emigration to Brazil, paying particular attention to
the return of emigrants. “Between 1836 and 1899 there was a clear evo
lution in the geography of these destinations, although Rio de Janeiro
always absorbed the majority of emigrants (...). At the end of the [nine
teenth] century, competition for Rio de Janeiro (55%) also came from
Pará, with renewed strength (17%) and São Paulo (10%)” (Alves 1994,
242–4).

Immigration to Pará [State] has also been studied by, among others, Car
valho (2011) and Cancela (2009, 149–161). Based on microanalytical
methodology, in this article I will try to describe some of the particular
ities that characterized Portuguese emigration to the Amazon (Brazil) in
the period from 1887 to 1910, originating from two districts in the interior
of Portugal: Castelo Branco and Vila Real.

Material and methods

The source materials used in this paper were the passport applications
filed in the district archives of Castelo Branco and Vila Real. From a
methodological point of view, the aim was to carry out a longitudinal
microanalysis; in other words, to find out whether migrants applied for
passports more than once during the period concerned, in order to
retrace, as far as possible, the migrant’s journey. To do this, we created
a grid sorted alphabetically and chronologically by applicant name and
included the variables listed in the passport applications: parents, place
of birth, age, marital status, occupation, and any other observations that
we felt were relevant in order to understand “who” emigrated.

The use of microanalytical techniques allows us to see the world from the
viewpoint of the individual who emigrates. Using microanalysis makes
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it possible to “complete the overview of macrostructural analysis and
be able to uncover local dynamics and regional variations; longitudinal
analysis or life histories; analysis of the individual from the family per
spective; and the importance of intermediate factors” (García Abad 2005,
64).

This approach allowed us to find instances of several applications made
by the same person, which, from a statistical perspective, distorts the
results. Therefore, to avoid repeating data, in our calculations we will use
only the information contained in the earliest application (first reference)
that we found for the various migrants.

Table 1 provides a better understanding of the data on repeated applica
tions.

Table 1: Passport applications

Number of applications ADCB 1 ADVR 2

  absolute value % absolute value %

First reference 332 92.22 1.481 83.53

Repeated 28 7.78 292 16.47

Total applications 360 100 1,773 100

The data presented shows that the universe of analysis is 332 applications
in the case of the Castelo Branco district, and 1,481 in the case of Vila
Real; this means that in Vila Real, 16.47% of the applications were made
by applicants who had applied for a passport previously, while in Castelo
Branco these types of applications constituted 7.78%. These figures allow
us to envision that emigration was marked by a certain dynamic of going

1   ADCB = Castelo Branco District Archive.

2   ADVR = Vila Real District Archive.
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back and forth (pendular dynamics) between Portugal and Brazil. In a
study of Portuguese emigration through passport applications at the civil
government of Lisbon, we found that 11.6% of the passport applications
were repeat applications (Cosme 2015, 3).

Historical context

In order to gain a better understanding of migration dynamics, we will
present the districts/counties where these migrants came from and give
a brief demographic picture of those areas. In both districts, some of the
municipalities border Spain; examples include Montalegre and Chaves in
Vila Real, and Penamacor and Idanha-a-Nova in Castelo Branco. For a bet
ter understanding of the size and demographic evolution of the different
municipalities, we provide a list of their inhabitants in Table 2 and Table
3.

Table 2: Population in the municipalities according to the 1878, 1890,
1900, and 1911 censuses

Castelo Branco district 1878 1890 1900 1911

Belmonte 5,180 5,704 6,579 7,273

Castelo Branco 26,645 28,926 37,643 41,887

Covilhã 33,474 47,881 44,347 48,272

Fundão 30,285 32,637 35,390 38,813

Idanha-a-Nova 17,575 20,285 22,725 26,853

Oleiros 9,360 10,430 11,072 11,919

Penamacor 10,006 12,519 13,074 14,978

Proença-a-Nova 9,132 10,289 11,544 13,384
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Sertã 16,511 18,315 20,479 22,594

S. Vic. da Beira3 5,010 5,852 - -

Vila de Rei 5,725 6,340 6,687 7,334

Vª Velha Ródão 5,050 6,033 7,068 7,877

TOTAL 173,953 205,211 216,608 241,184

Table 3: Population in the municipalities according to the 1878, 1890,
1900, and 1911 censuses

Vila Real district 1878 1890 1900 1911

Alijó 18,871 19,127 21,059 20,005

Boticas 10,480 11,027 10,628 10,637

Chaves 33,370 41,707 36,664 37,834

Mesão Frio 7,254 8,106 6,898 7,289

Mondim de Basto 7,255 7,360 7,634 7,910

Montalegre 19,026 19,581 20,596 21,820

Murça 6,022 6,030 6,783 7,418

Peso da Régua 16,227 17,138 18,531 18,983

Ribeira de Pena 8,006 8,262 9,590 10,256

Sabrosa 13,768 12,678 15,259 12,408

3   São Vicente da Beira was a municipality in the Castelo Branco district that was abol
ished at the end of the 19th century, becoming part of the Castelo Branco district.
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Stª Marta Penaguião 10,548 11,321 11,415 11,210

Valpaços 26,008 25,379 25,070 25,175

Vª Pouca Aguiar 15,143 15,999 16,017 17,424

Vila Real 32,350 33,587 36,052 37,178

Total 224,328 237,302 242,196 245,547

The data above show that between 1878 and 1911, the population
increased in both districts overall. Another visible finding is that on the
one hand, the population increased in all the municipalities of the Castelo
Branco district during this period. On the other hand, in several munic
ipalities of the Vila Real district, population figures fell from one census
to the next. To give some examples, we can mention the municipalities
of Alijó, Sabrosa, and Santa Marta de Penaguião, where the population
in 1911 was lower than it was in 1900, and Chaves, Mesão Frio, and Val
paços, where the population in 1900 was lower than it was in 1890.

From a demographic perspective, a population shrinks when it has a neg
ative physiological balance (the difference between numbers of births
and numbers of deaths) and/or a negative migratory balance (the differ
ence between inflows and outflows). We believe that the most plausible
explanation for these differences lies in the emigration of residents.

Let’s now briefly characterize the destination: the Amazon. The year 1840
would be a decisive one for the Amazon region, with the discovery of
the rubber vulcanization process by Charles Goodyear. For this reason,
the 1850s would be a pivotal decade of great significance, as the decade
marked the transition from a regional economy characterized by the
exploitation of the “hinterland drugs,” livestock, and timber, which was
dependent on slave and indigenous labor, to an economy based on the
extraction and exploitation of latex. In the first phase, Pará’s manufac
turing sector developed, producing rubber shoes for export to the United
States of America, while in the second phase, with the invention of the
pneumatic tire, the export of rubber, facilitated by steam navigation,
introduced in 1853, generated an exceptional spurt of development in this
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region. This new surge had its golden age between 1870 and 1910 (Sarges
2010, 91–9).

At the same time as the Amazon was undergoing this boom in economic
development, the constraints and abolitionist dynamics of slavery were
taking hold in this South American region. In a very schematic way,
we remember that from March 13, 1827, Brazilian ships were no longer
allowed to ship slaves off the coast of Africa. The Lei do Ventre Livre (Free
Womb Act) of September 28, 1871, determined that children born to slave
mothers would already be free. In 1879, Senator Joaquim Nabuco was
elected, and in 1880 he founded the Brazilian Society Against Slavery. In
1884, slaves in several municipalities began to be freed. The Saraiva-Cote
gipe Act, dated September 28, 1885, established the freedom of all slaves
over the age of 65, and the abolition of slavery came with the publication
of the Golden Act on May 13, 1888.

Thus, to meet the need for labor, people emigrated from Europe, and from
Portugal in particular. It was in this economic and sociological context
that Pará emerged as a highly attractive area for the Portuguese.

Distribution by year
One variable that it is important to understand is the distribution of appli
cations over the years. So, in order to show how this has evolved, we pro
vide the following data.

Table 4: Distribution of applications by five-year period

Years/ ADCB  ADVR

PARÁ MANAUS PARÁ MANAUS

Five years M W M W M W M W

1887–1890 - - - - 136 10 16 1

1891–1895 4 0 2 0 58 9 35 5
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1896–1900 76 3 6 0 185 36 64 9

1901–1905 85 2 11 0 244 26 97 22

1906–1910 110 4 29 0 278 58 156 36

TOTAL 275 9 48 0 901 139 368 73

The figures in Table 4 are very clear: Migration from the Vila Real district
was far more significant than that from Castelo Branco district. The num
ber of applications made in the northeastern Portuguese city was more
than three times as high than in Castelo Branco. In the case of this district,
the applicants were mainly men heading for Pará; in the case of Vila Real,
not only was there a very significant number of women applying for pass
ports, but also a significant percentage were going to Manaus.

The year 1887 marks the beginning of applications in the Vila Real dis
trict. For the Castelo Branco district we only have data from 1891
onwards, but the figures for the five-year period 1891–1895 are not sig
nificant—as is the case for the Vila Real district, where the number of
applications prior to 1896 is not very significant. The chronological dis
tribution of applications makes perfect sense since the effective abolition
of slavery took place only upon the publication of the act dated May 13,
1888. In addition to this social cause were the political events inherent
to the establishment of the Republic in Brazil. After the government of
Pará joined the Republic on November 16, 1889, there was a fierce strug
gle between the main figures in the state’s political parties, especially
between the elements of the Democratic Republican Party and those of
the Republican Party of Pará. These rivalries materialized in the revolts
of June 1891 and 1893. This climate of political and social instability was
intensified by tension and criticism against the Portuguese, who were
often accused of defending the monarchy. This mistrust led to diplomatic
relations between Portugal and Brazil being severed, and they were not
re-established until March 16, 1895. This instability fully explains the fig
ures found for the first half of the 1890s in both districts.

In this sense, it is understandable that the number of passport applica
tions for the Amazon region increased significantly only as of the second
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five-year period of the 1890s, reaching a peak in the 1906–1910 period as a
result of the normalization of diplomatic relations between the two coun
tries and the social calm and great economic prosperity that began to be
seen in Brazil.

Distribution by gender and marital status
The gender and marital status of the migrants are two other important
variables, and the statistics are presented in Table 5.

Table 5: Distribution of applications by gender and marital status

Marital status  ADCB ADVR 

PARÁ MANAUS PARÁ MANAUS

M W M W M W M W

Single 61 5 10 - 494 97 208 48

Married 22 0 6 0 379 27 149 15

Widowed 2 0 0 0 22 15 7 9

Not known 190 4 32 0 6 0 4 1

TOTAL 275 9 48 0 901 139 368 73

As we have already pointed out, emigration to the Amazon was predom
inantly undertaken by men. Of the 284 passport applications made in
Castelo Branco and destined for Pará, 275 were made by men and only
nine by women, corresponding to 96.8% and 3.2%, respectively. More
emblematic is the number of applications made in this district and des
tined for Manaus, as all the applicants were men. The applications made
in Vila Real corroborate this assumption: the number of male applicants
was much higher than the number of female applicants. In this district,
in the case of those going to Pará, the number of applications made by
men amounted to 86.6% of the total, while the number of applications
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made by women comprised 13.4%. In the case of those going to Manaus,
applications made by men accounted for 83.4% and applications made by
women accounted for 16.6%.

It is worth highlighting the figures found for female applications. Thus,
in the case of Vila Real, the percentages found for applications made by
women were significant, especially when the destination was Manaus.
However, they were lower than the 21.1% we found for applications made
in Lisbon (Cosme 2015, 6).

The demographic impact of this emigration, mostly of men, can be seen
in the various municipalities of origin through the male ratios.4

Table 6: Male ratio according to the 1900 and 1911 censuses

Census 1900 1911 Census 1900 1911

Castelo Branco district Vila Real district

Belmonte 95 93 Alijó 103 90

Castelo Branco 95 93 Boticas 88 87

Covilhã 96 97 Chaves 92 88

Fundão 96 95 Mesão Frio 89 88

Idanha-a-Nova 95 96 Mondim de Basto 91 88

Oleiros 90 91 Montalegre 88 89

Penamacor 99 100 Murça 93 89

Proença-a-Nova 95 97 Peso da Régua 91 90

4   The male ratio = the number of men divided by the number of women, multiplied by
100.
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Sertã 91 89 Ribeira de Pena 89 89

Vila de Rei 96 95 Sabrosa 105 84

Vila Velha Ródão 101 102 Stª Marta Penaguião 93 89

-     Valpaços 90 87

-     Vila Pouca Aguiar 86 87

-     Vila Real 90 85

District 95 95 District 92 88

In the 1911 census, compared with the census for 1900 the male ratio fell
in five of the eleven municipalities in the Castelo Branco district, and the
ratio was higher than 100 in the municipality of Vila Velha de Rodão only.
The overall figure for the district remained stable at 95 in both censuses.
In turn, in the Vila Real district, the overall value for the sex ratio in the
1911 census was 88; a significant drop compared with 1900, and similar
to what happened in almost all the municipalities.

In our opinion, these results are a reflection of the impact of emigration,
which was mainly driven by the departure of men, since the male ratio
at birth is 105 (Nazareth 1996, 91)—meaning that for every 100 female
births, 105 male children are born—and in 1911 there are only 88 men
for every 100 women in the district as a whole.

With regard to the marital status of the applicants, the unmarried group
predominated for both sexes. However, we should point out that, in rela
tive terms, the percentage of single women exceeded that of men in the
case of applications made in Vila Real. For those heading to Pará, the per
centage of single men was 54.8%, while the percentage of single women
was 69.8%. This figure is very similar to that found for those heading to
Manaus, where the percentage of single men was 56.5% and the percent
age of single women was 65.8%. A similar pattern was found in the case
of passport applications made to the civil government of Lisbon, where
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the percentage of unmarried women was 67.5% while that of unmarried
men stood at 54.6% (Cosme 2015, 6).

Within the civil status of married and widowed, there were marked dif
ferences between men and women: While the percentage of married men
was significant (42.1% for Pará and 40.5% for Manaus), the percentage
of married women was much lower (19.4% for Pará and 20.5% for Man
aus). The percentages for widowhood were paradoxically different, with
the percentage of widows (10.8% for Pará and 12.3% for Manaus) being
much higher than that of widowers (2.5% for Pará and 1.9% for Manaus).

The figures for single and married people are in line with what was hap
pening in the Porto district at the end of the 1970s. As far as widowers
are concerned, the figures in our study are similar to those presented for
the district of Porto, where, according to Alves (1994, 185), “the share of
widowers over the years fluctuates only between 1 and 2%.” In the case
of the women, the data found is rather different: The number of single
women and widows is much higher than that found for the Porto district,
since in this district it was “largely passive emigration, processed by fam
ily accompaniment” (ibid., 81).

The age of the emigrants
Age is an important factor that influences decisions and events in people’s
lives, so we paid attention to the variable age at which applicants applied
for their passport. The data, by age group, is shown below.

Table 7: Distribution of applicants by age group

Age group ADCB ADVR

PARÁ MANAUS PARÁ MANAUS

M W M W M W M W

0–4 years 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

5–9 years 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 3
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10–14 years 16 0 3 0 104 1 36 1

15–19 4 0 0 0 22 25 21 7

20–24 9 0 0 0 183 39 73 24

25–29 12 0 1 0 181 26 83 12

30–34 3 0 5 0 146 14 48 9

35–39 2 0 1 0 127 12 51 6

40–44 1 0 0 0 62 5 26 3

45–49 1 0 0 0 36 4 17 3

50–54 0 0 0 0 18 4 9 4

55–59 0 0 0 0 15 1 2 0

60–64 0 0 0 0 1 4 1 0

65–69 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0

70–74 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

NR 227 9 38 0 1 0 0 0

TOTAL 275 9 48 0 901 139 368 73

In terms of age groups, we can immediately see that the modal figure for
emigration from Vila Real was in the 20–24 age group for both genders—
for those who went to Pará and for the women who went to Manaus. In
the case of men going to Manaus, the age group with the highest statis
tical representation was 25–29 years. It can therefore be concluded that
the highest number of departures took place at the beginning of a per
son’s working life, when, regardless of destination and gender, around
two-thirds of the applications fell into the 20–30 age bracket.
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Based on the data in Table 7, we can conclude that military recruitment
did not significantly influence the choices made by male emigrants. These
figures are in line with the results obtained for the Porto district up to
1855. However, they diverge from the trend that began to emerge in this
district at the end of the nineteenth century, because “from then on, the
trend is clearly upwards, slowly but steadily, settling in the 30s by the end
of the 1970s” (ibid., 191), while in Lisbon, at the end of the century the age
group was 22–23 years (Cosme 2015, 7).

Residence of migrants by municipality

In order to better systematize the data, we now outline the municipalities
of residence mentioned in the passport applications.

Tables 8: Municipalities of residence of passport applicants

   ADCB

Municipality PARÁ MANAUS

Castelo Branco District M W M W

Belmonte 2 0 2 0

Castelo Branco 3 1 0 0

Covilhã 67 2 24 0

Fundão 2 3 2 0

Idanha-a-Nova 0 0 0 0

Oleiros 36 1 7 0

Penamacor 1 0 0 0

Proença-a-Nova 50 0 1 0
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Sertã 95 2 10 0

Vila de Rei 15 0 2 0

Vila Velha Ródão 2 0 0 0

- 0 0 0 0

- 0 0 0 0

- 0 0 0 0

NR 1 0 0 0

TOTAL 275 9 48 0

Table 9: Municipalities of residence of passport applicants

  ADVR

Municipality PARÁ MANAUS

Vila Real District M W M W

Alijó 203 26 43 12

Boticas 11 0 8 0

Chaves 118 20 47 17

Mesão Frio 9 1 6 1

Mondim de Basto 17 2 3 0

Montalegre 30 4 0 0

Murça 7 4 12 1
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Peso da Régua 21 3 52 11

Ribeira de Pena 8 2 12 2

Sabrosa 77 25 21 6

Stª Marta Penaguião 41 7 22 3

Valpaços 39 3 18 4

Vila Pouca Aguiar 177 19 50 5

Vila Real 118 15 61 8

Outside the district 25 8 13 3

TOTAL 901 139 368 73

The data shown in Table 8 and Table 9 is quite clear about the origin of
the migrants. As far as male emigrants from the Castelo Branco district
are concerned, the most quantitatively significant municipalities in rela
tion to Pará were Sertã, Covilhã, Proença-a-Nova, and Oleiros. These are
also the municipalities with the highest number of residents going to
Manaus, with the exception of Proença-a-Nova. A somewhat similar
dynamic was found in the applications made to the civil government of
Lisbon by migrants destined for Pará; in this case, the municipalities in
the Castelo Branco district with the highest representation were Oleiros,
Vila de Rei, and Sertã, with the figures highest in the parishes of Cernache
do Bonjardim and Pedrógão Pequeno in the latter municipality (ibid., 9).

With regard to emigration from the Vila Real district, the municipalities
of Alijó, Vila Pouca de Aguiar, Chaves, Vila Real, and Sabrosa had the high
est numbers of passport applications. These same municipalities, with the
addition of Peso da Régua, also recorded a high number of passport appli
cations for Manaus. In the case of women emigrating to Pará, the fig
ures for Alijó, Sabrosa, Chaves, and Vila Pouca de Aguiar should be high
lighted, and for Manaus, the municipalities of Chaves, Alijó, and Peso da
Régua deserve special mention. It should also be noted that a very signif
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icant number of people applied to the civil government of Vila Real for a
passport, most of whom lived in the city and district of Porto.

Continuous or “anthill” emigration

“A migratory journey (or migratory itinerary) is the set of steps, actions
or situations taken or experienced by a migrant individual that are rel
evant to the process in which they are involved.”5 Within this journey,
the phase in which the intention to leave materializes and the prepara
tions for departure are made are extremely important. In this phase, the
intention to leave materializes by means of taking concrete steps, such as
obtaining documents (a passport and a transport permit, among others).

According to the theoretical model, in the migratory journey, after arriv
ing in the country of destination, the first installation takes place, which
is followed by insertion, and then by the decision to return to the country
of origin or settle permanently. However, the methodology used in this
research allows us to provide some information of a microanalytical
nature that confirms the existence of a continuous or “anthill”6 migration
dynamic, which means that this dynamic was not always based on a sim
ple journey between the place of origin and the destination, but could
involve the existence of constant journeying between these two places.

Once the migrants had arrived in Brazil, a very significant proportion of
them moved on a commuting pattern, meaning that they went to Portugal
and back several times. They did this not only to take care of business but
also to consort or introduce members of their families.

We are dealing with a plurality of actions integrated into a single desire to
migrate. As mentioned previously, we classify this migratory practice as
continuous emigration, since the option is neither to settle nor to return,
but to move with some regularity between the place of origin and the

5   Rocha-Trindade 1995, 37; translated by the author.

6   “Anthill motion” means to be restless, to move like in an anthill. This expression per
fectly characterizes the continuous action that these migrants performed between their
places of origin and destination.
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place of destination. To better document this idea, here are four exam
ples.

Originating in the district of Vila Real

Originating in the district of Castelo Branco

In the examples we have just given, we can see that in terms of the migra
tion process, there is a repetition of journeys, integrated into a dynamic of
mobility between Portugal and the Amazon. It was this specificity that led

João Casimiro, resident of Almorfe (Moreiras) in the municipality of
Chaves, married, traveled to Pará twelve times7.

1. 

João Guedes Coutinho, resident of Santa Quitéria (Fontes) in the
municipality of Santa Marta de Penaguião, single, clerk/commercial
employee, went to Manaus five times between March 26, 1897, and
January 13, 1905.

2. 

Carminda Rodrigues Borges, resident of Vila Boa (Fontela) in the
municipality of Peso da Régua, married, business owner, went to Man
aus twice8.

3. 

António de Oliveira, born and residing in Barco, Covilhã, has two pass
port application records: one dated August 16, 1898, and the other
dated December 20, 1902. On the 1898 application, there is a note stat
ing that this is the second time he is going to Pará and that he now
intends to dedicate himself to agriculture. This means that the 1902
registration corresponds to a third trip.

1. 

7   According to the passport application data, the sixth time was on February 10, 1903,
and the twelfth time was on March 2, 1909. This means that he had already made this trip
five times before 1903.

8   The first time was on January 9, 1904, when she was accompanied by her thirteen-
year-old brother, José Rodrigues. The second time was on March 3, 1909, when she was
accompanied by her thirteen-year-old maid, Maria Margarida de Azevedo.
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us to use the “anthill emigration” metaphor as the one that best defines
this process.

This constant migratory dynamic between Portugal and the Amazon facil
itated the mobility of those who wanted to go to the other side of the
Atlantic for the first time. To better document this assertion, here are just
two examples.

If we take into account the chronology of the applications, the places of
birth, places of residence and perhaps the family ties, we can easily see
that mobility took place collectively and with solidarity, because traveling
with someone else who had made the same trip before was much safer
and more comfortable. As already mentioned, we consider that micro-
factors are valuable in explaining these migratory dynamics, because we
believe that structural factors are the necessary cause and micro-mech
anisms are the sufficient cause (Garcia Abad 2002, 23–4), which, in our
opinion, is clearly visible here.

On December 10, 1908, Guilherme Cardoso, aged forty, married, and
from Pegarinhos in the municipality of Alijó, applied for a passport
for the third time in Vila Real. On the same day and in the same
district capital, Jerónimo Moreira Gião, aged forty-eight, a widower
from Pegarinhos (Alijó), also applied for a passport. Two days later,
on December 12, 1908, at the civil government of Vila Real, Manuel
Paixão (aged ten) and Julieta (aged twenty-one), both single and born
and living in Pegarinhos (Alijó), applied for their first passports to
Pará.

1. 

On November 20, 1908, Bríseda Ribeiro, a twenty-year-old single seam
stress from Canhedo-Adoufe (Vila Real), applied for a passport to Man
aus for the second time. On December 1, 1908, António Benigno (aged
twenty-three and single) and Francisco Álvares Ferreira (aged twenty-
six and married), both born and living in Canhedo-Adoufe (Vila Real),
took their turns to apply for passports to Manaus.

2. 
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Emigration in “two steps”

The microanalytical methodology allows the various databases to be
interconnected. Thus, by cross-referencing the names of those born/resid
ing in the district of Castelo Branco and of Vila Real with other data, we
were able to identify six applicants from Castelo Branco and one from
Vila Real who had already applied for their passport in the Civil District of
Lisbon. The distance to and consequent attractiveness of the Portuguese
capital certainly had a greater impact on the residents of Castelo Branco,
which is much closer to Lisbon, than it did on Vila Real. Given the inter
esting nature of these cases, we share them here.

Originating in the district of Castelo Branco

Adrião Madeira Gonçalves, from Oleiros, had already applied for a
passport to Pará in Lisbon on November 22, 1888. On May 6, 1891,
the Portuguese Consulate in Pará renewed his visa. He then applied
for a new passport in Lisbon on July 29, 1891, using the address of 13
Rua de S. Nicolau and giving his marital status as married, stating his
occupation as a merchant, and claiming that he wished to continue
doing business in Brazil. We found him applying for a new passport in
Castelo Branco on November 5, 1897, stating that he wanted to go to
Pará for the third time.

1. 

António da Silva Leitão, a native of Nesperal in the municipality of
Sertã, was twelve years old and lived at 18 Largo do Chafariz de Den
tro in Lisbon, where he was employed in commerce. On June 23, 1891,
he applied for a passport to Pará with the intention of going to work
there. On July 30, 1903, and July 13, 1910, he again applied for a pass
port to Pará, but then in Castelo Branco.

2. 

António Domingues da Silva, married, was born in Casal de Gafos in
the municipality of Sertã, and lived at 48 Rua da Madalena in Lisbon.
In this city, on April 13, 1895, he applied for a passport to Pará, claim
ing that he wanted to join his brother. On August 29, 1896, he applied
for a new passport in Castelo Branco, in which he stated that he was
going to trade and that he was emigrating for the second time.

3. 

Januário da Silva Mata, born in Cernache do Bonjardim in the munici
pality of Sertã, was twenty-two years old, employed in commerce, and

4. 
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Originating in the district of Vila Real

resided at the Hotel Duas Nações in Lisbon when he applied for a pass
port to Pará on June 25, 1890. Attached to his application was a pass
port to Manaus that had been issued by the civil government of Lisbon
on November 21, 1884, on the back of which there was a visa granted
in Manaus on December 24, 1884, and a visa issued by the Consulate of
Portugal in Pará dated June 15, 1889, for the purpose of going to Por
tugal. On March 8, 1898, he applied for a passport in Castelo Branco,
stating that he wished to go to Pará for a third time to engage in com
merce, taking his wife with him.
Januário Rodrigues da Silva, born in Cernache do Bonjardim in the
municipality of Sertã, was thirteen years old, worked as a clerk, and
lived at 50 Travessa de Santa Ana in Lisbon when, on April 19, 1895, he
applied for a passport to Pará to engage in commerce. On September
21, 1903, he applied for a passport in Castelo Branco for Pará, report
ing that he was employed in commerce.

5. 

On August 8, 1895, José Henriques Alves Froes, a merchant, applied to
the civil government in Lisbon for a passport to go to Pará. Attached
to this application was a passport issued by the Consulate of Portugal
in Pará dated March 16, 1895, for the purpose of going to Portugal. On
October 20, 1900, he applied again for a passport for Pará. Attached to
this application was a passport issued by the civil government of Lis
bon on August 18, 1897, in which José claimed that he lived in Pará.
On the back of this passport there was a visa from the Portuguese Con
sulate in Pará dated March 29, 1899, authorizing him to go to Portugal.
On February 25, 1905, he applied to the civil government of Castelo
Branco for a new passport to Pará.

6. 

Nuno Pereira de Oliveira, a native of Ervededo in the municipality
of Chaves, residing at 183 Rua dos Corrieiros in Lisbon, applied for a
passport to Pará at the civil government of Lisbon on March 18, 1900.
The application stated that he lived in Pará and had been in Lisbon
for six months. He was bringing his wife (a native of Pará), his sis
ter-in-law, and a maid, who was a native of Ervededo. In Vila Real on
December 31, 1905, he applied for a passport to Pará. The application
states that this was his third trip to Pará and that he was taking his

1. 
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In view of the examples we have just given, it is clear that this mobility
can be considered a “two-step emigration,” and it can be concluded that
the city of Lisbon was an important point in the migratory dynamics of
some of the residents of the two districts studied, not only in terms of
making the decision to emigrate and implementing the measures that
made this option feasible but also in terms of socio-professional learning.
Certainly, the social learning they acquired in Lisbon and the contacts
they had with migrants over a long period helped them to structure their
choice to emigrate.

In conclusion: Looking for an emigrant
profile

The majority of migrants were men; the unmarried group predominated,
both male and female in the 20–29 age group, with special emphasis on
the 20–24 age group. It was an emigration strongly marked by the influ
ence of networks or chains in the migratory process, i.e. most of the time,
migrants were accompanied by others who had already made the same
journey and to whom they were linked by ties of origin, residence (parish
or municipality), or kinship. This group mobility has traces of solidarity
and, therefore, a degree of security. This specificity influenced the char
acterization of this mobility as an “anthill” or continuous mobility, where
journeys were made with some regularity between the place of origin
and destination.

In many cases, it was a “two-step emigration,” meaning that the migrants
first left their homeland for Lisbon, from where, after some time and
already equipped with some knowledge of another profession, especially
that of a sales clerk, they then decided to head for the Amazon.

siblings Germano and Serafina with him. On the same date, Decem
ber 31, 1905, eleven-year-old António da Silva Oliveira from Ervededo
(Chaves) also applied for a passport in Vila Real.
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The majority were leaving to work in agriculture and commerce, as well
as to be barbers, tailors, or carpenters, while the women, especially those
who were unmarried, were going to work as seamstresses or maids.
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